[bookmark: _GoBack]My School Project
My Name:	
Introduction
Dinosaurs were reptiles. They were the dominant animals for over 160 million years, from the late Triassic period (about 230 million years ago) until the end of the Cretaceous period (about 65 million years ago), when the Cretaceous-Tertiary extinction event   caused the extinction of most dinosaur species. The fossil record indicates that birds evolved from theropod dinosaurs during the Jurassic period, and most palaeontologists regard them as the only group of dinosaurs to have survived until the present day. 
Species
Palaeontologists have identified over 1,000 different species of dinosaurs. Dinosaurs are represented on every continent by fossil remains. Some dinosaurs were herbivorous, others carnivorous. Some have been bipedal, others quadrupedal, and others have been able to shift between these body postures. Many species developed skeletal modifications such as bony armour, horns or crests. Although generally known for the large size of some species, most dinosaurs were human-sized or even smaller. Most groups of dinosaurs are known to have built nests and laid eggs.
History of Research
The term "dinosaur" was coined in 1842 by the English palaeontologist Richard Owen, and derives from Greek δεινός (deinos) "terrible, powerful, wondrous" + σαῦρος (sauros) "lizard". Through the first half of the twentieth century, most of the scientific community mistakenly believed dinosaurs to have been sluggish, unintelligent cold-blooded animals. Most research conducted since the 1970s, however, has indicated that dinosaurs were active animals with elevated metabolisms and numerous adaptations for social interaction.
Some famous dinosaurs include;
	Name
	Size

	Tyrannosaurus Rex
	12m

	Triceratops
	9m

	Quetzalcoatlus
	11m

	Iguanodon
	10m



