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[image: At Papeete Oct 7 42]After the Vichy government signed the Matsuoka-Henry Pact treaty with the Japanese, the Chevreuil was dispatched to persuade the French Pacific possessions to declare for the Free French, and thus deny them to the Japanese. She arrived in the Pacific in September 1941, along with the destroyer Le Triomphant and the motor-vessel Cap des Palmes.
Most of her service was escorting supply convoys to the French Pacific possessions.
At French request, some Royal Australian Navy personnel were posted to Le Chevreuil as gunners and ASDIC operators.
In May 1942, Rear-Admiral d'Argenlieu arrived as High Commissioner for French Oceania. The popular Governor of New Caledonia, Sautot, was recalled to London, resulting in demonstrations and strikes in Noumea. Sautot and four members of the citizens' committee were arrested and escorted on board the Chevreuil. The citizens were landed on Walpole Island, south of New Caledonia. Sautot was taken to Auckland. Meanwhile, d'Argenlieu had been arrested by the militia, but was released when he agreed to the release of the four citizens. They were brought back by the Chevreuil.
On May 27 1942 Wallis and Futuna Islands rallied to the Free French following the arrival of the Chevreuil from New Caledonia.
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